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Fiscal Note

Purpose of Bill:  This measure allows a two-year extension of the homestead exemption and special assessment level for
homeowners who are unable to reoccupy their homestead within five years following a disaster or emergency.  The
homeowner will be eligible for the extension if there is a claim pending an appeal process with any government agency
offering assistance for rebuilding homes as a result of the disaster, or if there is a legal claim with the homeowner’s insurer.
This bill also provides for three additional one-year extensions that can be granted by the assessor.

This act will become effective upon passage of the proposed amendment of Article VII, Section 18 (G)(5) and Article VII,
Section 20 (A)(10) of the Constitution of Louisiana at the statewide election held on November 2, 2010 (Companion Bill to SB
21).

If approved by the electorate, this measure may increase local governmental expenditures by a minimal
amount.

We obtained information from the officials with assessors offices in St. Bernard, St. Tammany, Jefferson, and Plaquemines
parishes.  They informed us that they were not able to provide detailed fiscal estimates.  However, their overall general
estimates are that the number of homeowners that will be affected would be minimal and costs to process such extensions
would be minimal.

If approved by the electorate, there is no direct material effect on local governmental revenues as a result of
this measure.

Officials with assessors offices in St. Bernard, St. Tammany, Jefferson, and Plaquemines parishes informed us that they felt
the number of homeowners that would be affected would be minimal.  Also, these assessment levels and exemptions would 
just be an extension of what is already occurring.

REVENUE EXPLANATION

EXPENDITURE EXPLANATION

Companion to SB21 to authorize extensions of the homestead exemption and/or the special assessment level for owners who
are unable to reoccupy their homesteads within the five-year period set forth in present law.
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